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HILLS DISTRICT ORCHIDS 
Spring Open Day Sunday 26 September 2010 


— @183 Windsor Road Northmead 21 52 NSW 


gam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 


; ae of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related ‘supplies and new and exclusive — 
a Clivia miniata a seedlings in a full WE of colours. 


| also attending: ] 
- Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids and Miriam Ann Orchids 


Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720: or 0412 1 23 036 
: E-mail: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com : 


_ HDO Open Days are held 4 times a year: 


oo - Spring: Last Sunday in September (26 September 2010) 
“Summer: First Sunday i in December [with Dark Star Orchids] (5 December 2010) — 
. ~ Autumn: Last Sunday i in February (27 February 2011) 
- Winter: Last Sunday i in July [with Easy Orchids] (31 July 2011) 
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W: continue celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary of the Australian Orchid 
Review. The proactive Orchid Societies @ 
Council of Victoria (OSCOV), in } 
conjunction with the Melbourne Orchid 
Spectacular and the Australian Orchid 
Review will be holding an International Speakers Day on 
Saturday 215t August 2010. The seminar will feature four 
well-known speakers, including Pepe Portilla (Ecuador) 
from Equagenera, Fred Clarke (USA) from Sunset Valley 
Orchids, Hendrik Vorster (South Africa) from H.Q. 
Orchids, Pepe Portilla (Ecuador) from Equagenera and 
Bill Thoms (USA) Hilltop House Orchids. The entry fee 
is $50 per person which includes entrance to the show 
and sales. Numbers are strictly limited to 100 and many 
tickets have already been sold to this rare event. You can 
book tickets by contacting Frankie Fraser on (03) 9802 

9929 or visit the website www.oscov.asn.au 

Fred Clarke has written for us what will be considered 
as one of the most comprehensive articles ever published 
in the AOR. Fred is a world authority on the genus 
Catasetum and related genera, and shares with readers 
their cultivation secrets. In this issue Fred has compiled 
the most up-to-date information and photographs on 
the latest groundbreaking hybrids — including the “Black 
Orchid” that he bred and now carries his name. This is 
without doubt the most extensive pictorial article on 
these orchids even published in an orchid periodical 
worldwide, and will be used for decades as “the” reference 
on these unique plants. 

Hendrik Vorster gives us an insight to some really 
impressive Aerangis hybrids that are being released in 
Australia through Easy Orchids in Woodburn NSW. We 
are also fortunate that Bill Thoms has also contributed a 
fine practical article on how to grow specimen plants. 
Bill is the author of the recently published Bulbophyllums 
- The Incomplete Guide - from A to Why, which is available 
through Orchidaceous Books for $75.00. 

Two of the biggest national Cymbidium shows are being 
held in early August. The 2010 National Cymbidium 
Show was held in Perth, Western Australia on the 
weekend of 7th-8th August. On the other side of the 
continent, the 2010 National Orchid Extravaganza 
(predominantly a Cymbidium Show, with various 
miscellaneous orchids also benched) was held at Dural 
NSW from 6th-8th August. We will have extensive 
pictorial show reports on both these events in the next 
issue. 

Sadly, Valley Orchids in South Australia is for sale. 
Graham Morris the co-owner of Valley Orchids shares 
with readers the reasons behind the sale of this iconic 
nursery, which yielded so many world class cymbidiums, 
including Cymbidium Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’. Thankfully 
Graham will still continue growing his beloved 
cymbidiums, but on a much smaller scale. Personally, I 
wish to thank Graham for the many cultural articles he 

has written over the years for the AOR. He has been a 
strong supporter and promoter of this magazine and of 
the Club scene in South Australia, and one of the first 
commercial growers to appreciate the power and 
influence of the AOR to reach orchid and plant growers 
both throughout Australia and internationally. 

The unrelated Bill Morris has written a thought 
provoking piece on Peloric Orchid Flowers. Bill is well 
known internationally in Clivia circles and has always 
had an interest in plant breeding and the scientific 
approach to orchids. | 

David Banks 
Australian Orchid Review 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 
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Cover Shot 


Clowesetum Jumbo Glory 
‘Jumbo Orchids’ BM/JOGA is 

an intergeneric hybrid between _ 
Clowesia Rebecca Northen and 
Catasetum Bound for Glory. 

Read about the cultivation of 

the Catasetinae in the 
outstanding pictorial feature 
article by world authority 

Fred Clarke. 


Photo: James Comstock 


Cycnoches cooperi Female 
____ Photo: Charlie Rowd 


| 
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Ges of the most unusual and 
intriguing types of orchids are found 
in the Subtribe Catasetinae; a group that 
includes several genera _ including 
Catasetum, Clowesia, Cycnoches and 


Mormodes. I first got ‘hooked’ on this 
group of deciduous orchids almost 25 
years ago when I purchased half a dozen 


plants from JEM Orchids in Florida. I 
received them in the spring and they 
grew well under my Cattleya conditions. 
In the fall when the leaves yellowed and 
began dropping off I got worried, so I 
began reading about Catasetums and 
learned how they had a need for a dry 
winter dormancy and that the leaf drop 
was normal....tomy relief. The following 
season I had excellent growth again and 


in the late summer the plants began 
blooming. The flower colour, shapes, 
and fragrances were like none I had ever 
witnessed, I was ‘hooked’. One of those 
original plants, (Cycnoches chlorochilon x 

ormodes frymirei) now named Cycnodes 
Jem’s Dragon ‘Sunset Valley Orchids’ 
became my first FCC (First Class 
Certificate)! 

They grow primarily as epiphytes and 
lithophytes (even though a few are 
terrestrial) throughout tropical Central 
and South America. As a part of their 
annual growth cycle, these orchids have 
distinct winter dormancy and an active 
growth phase in the warmer weather 
where the plants grow so quickly you 
can almost watch them grow. Few 


- another. 


orchid plants go through so many rapid 
seasonal changes. Once you understand 
their requirements, this unique growth 
cycle makes these plants fun to grow 
and flower. 

The flowers are equally intriguing. 
Like most orchids Mormodes and Clowesia 
have perfect flowers with both male and 
female floral segments. However, 
Catasetum and Cycnoches can flower with 
either male or female flowers that 
sometimes are quite different from one 
As you might imagine, this 
flowering habit led to much confusion 
when many of the species were 
discovered and described in the late 19th 
century. (With many plant hunters 
thinking that the different male and 
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Catasetum callosum : 
‘SVO’ AM/AOS (CR) | 


\ 


Catasetum barbatum 
‘SVO’ HCC/AOS (CR) 
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Tickets 
$50 per person. 
Get in early. Strictly limited 
seating available. Please contact Frankie Fraser 
on 03 9802 9929 or email frankie fraser@bigpond.com 
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female flowers belonged to different 
species!) This male/female flower trait is 
called floral dimorphism, and it adds 
interest to the flowers, but it is the male 
flowers that are generally the showiest. 
Another aspect of the dimorphism 
particularly in Catasetums is the male 
flowers ability to ‘shoot’ their pollinia! 
One of the funniest things in the 
greenhouse is to watch the expression of 
the unsuspecting orchidist when they 
trigger the pollinia and it shoots out 
from the flower. These flowering habits 
and traits are very unusual and add to 
their uniqueness and intrigue 


CULTIVATION 


The cultural information below is a 
generalisation and will apply in most 
situations; however each grower and 
growing environment is different. I 
encourage you to make adjustments 
based on your experience and growing 
conditions. 

Members of the Catasetinae have a 
distinctive growth and rest period 
(dormancy). For best plant growth it is 
important to understand and respect 
these growth phases. When the plants 
are in active growth maintain constant 
rootzone moisture and fertilise regularly. 


* 
denticulatum 
‘Yellow Lip’ 


This is essential to optimising the 
development of new growth. When the 
plants are dormant little or no water 
is needed as the pseudobulbs store 
enough moisture and nutrients to 


survive the dormancy. 


Above: Cycnodes Jem’s Dragon ‘SVO’ (CR) 


Catasetinae plant culture is not 
difficult. All it takes is an understanding 
of the seasonal growth patterns. The 
plants vegetative state signals to the 
grower their changing needs. Interpret 
the signals and make the appropriate 


cultural adjustments. Here is what to 
look for: 

Early spring: Catasetinae begin their 
new growth in early spring. However, 
watering should wait until the new 
growth has well developed new roots. 
This means you should let the new roots 
grow to an approximate length of 7.5 to 
12.5 cm before you begin watering. Let 
me emphasise this point. Wait to 
water until the new roots are well 
developed. The waiting to water is not 
easy, my natural instinct is to begin 
watering when I see new growth, but I 
have learned through trial and error 
that it is better to wait to water than start 
watering too soon. I also believe that 
Catasetinae roots naturally deteriorate 
during dormancy and in the following 
year they are not effective at taking up 
moisture and nutrients. This makes the 
new roots vital in the plants health. This 
reinforces the message about not 
watering too early, don’t do it! 

Mid-Season: Once the new roots are 
sufficiently developed, this is the period 
where the plants are rapidly developing 
their new pseudobulbs. There is a 
surprising amount of growth that occurs 
in these 3-4 months, often the plants 


6th 
Australasian 
Native Orchid 


Conference & Show 


Proudly hosted by the Newcastle Group 


26th-29th August 2010 
Set up 25th 


Newcastle - Club Panthers Cnr King & Union Streets, Newcastle 


Featuring: 


© Spectacular native orchid displays by the best growers in the country. 
¢ Guest speakers lecturing on a diverse range of native orchid topics. 


e Native orchid vendors plus much more. 

e Tours taking in the delights of the Hunter including wine tasting, 
whale watching, Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular or river cruise the 
Myall River to view dockrillia teretefolia in full bloom & wildlife. 


REGISTRATIONS NOW OPEN 
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 31ST MARCH 2010 


Early Bird 


Standard 


$180 


Partner $120 


$220 


Partner $160 


Day Registration $50 


Cheques payable to 
6th ANOS Conference & Show PO Box 4021 Rathmines NSW 2283 or 
register on line visit www.anos.org.au/conference/ 


For further information please contact Conference Secretary 
peterdenS2@bigpond.com or phone Greg Hannah 0411340570 


———Ee 


The Australian Orchid Review, August — September 2010 


We now sell high quality 
Orchid yo-yo’s from Japan. 


These can be either tied off to a wire and/or stake. 


Cost (incl. cst) $2.50 each 
Please email us for quotes on quantities 


over 100 yo-yo’s. 


Pay via secure website or cheque 
‘a Ved Orchid Tray pa 
postage as applicable, 


PO Box 767, Sutherland, NSW 1499 — Phone 0431 037 372 Psat 1 item $12. 
sales@orchidtrays.com.au www. orchidtrays.com.au 3ormor em $2000 


Catasetum expansum 
‘sVO’ 


‘AL -, RETINA AUSTRALIA 


ay 7 Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) 


Us Sthe major cause of youth blindness! 
If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


€ 
IN 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


www.retinaAustralia.com.au 
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Above: Catasetum pileatum var. imperiale 


will double or triple their size. Due to 
this, the plants require constant moisture 
and regular fertilisation. In most cases, 
watering will be needed 2 or 3 times a 
week. A balanced fertiliser at full 
strength is suitable for this rapid growth 
period. Light levels at or above those 
suggested for Cattleya will help insure 
strong good growth and flowering. This 
is the time when the fruits of your labour 
will begin to pay off as the flowering 
season is in underway. 

Late Season: Sometime after 
flowering, in the late autumn the plants 
will begin to enter the dormancy phase. 
Understanding the signals of the onset of 
dormancy and the factors triggering it 
are important is good plant culture. The 
plant first signals are the yellowing and 
browning off of the leaves, at this time 
stop fertilising and reduce watering by 
half and when most leaves are yellow/ 
brown and have dropped off cease 
watering altogether. The general rule to 
follow is: by the 15'» of May (Southern 
Hemisphere) stop fertilisation and 
reduce watering by half. Most leaves 
should have yellowed or fallen off by the 


Right: Catasetum x 
roseoalbum 


“Nicky’s Slippers” 


One of the world’s leading Paph. breeders. 


Exciting new Paphs. and Phrags. 
now available. 


Contact us for a copy of our colour catalogue — 
send 3 x 50c stamps 


NICKY ZURCHER 


Box 326, Virginia, South Australia 5120 
Phone/Fax (08) 8380 9360 Website www.nickysslippers.com.au 
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AOR 039 


Catasetum sanguineum | 
(JC) 


1st of June, however, even if the plants still have leaves all irrigation should 
be stopped at this time. “ 

In nature, the factors determining dormancy is marked by the end of 
rainy season and the resulting cooler night temperatures. For plants grown 
by hobbyists the onset of dormancy is caused by several factors, the 
maturity of the pseudobulb, shortening day length, cooler day/night 
temperatures and a reduction of root zone moisture. In most of Australia 
dormancy will occur naturally however when the plants are cultivated in 
warm growing areas such as in Darwin, Cairns and Townsville or in the 
home or under lights, sometimes dormancy needs to be encouraged. 


Right: Catasetum 
Donna Wise ‘#21’ 

Female flowers 
(12 blooms) 


Above: Catasetum tenebrosum ‘#3’ 
Male flower 5.5 cm 


Western Orchids /Lahoratories 


TISSUE CULTURE MEDIA — for orchids and other 
unusual genera — when ordering please advise the 
orchid genus and whether it is needed for sowing, 
replating or cloning [liquid or solid]. 

HORMONE KEIKI PASTE — 4ml tubes for the stem 
propagation of Phalaenopsis and related genera. 


LABORATORY SERVICE — sowing of green pods, 
dry seed, replating, cloning and colchicine treatment. 


TISSUE CULTURE PRIMER — a 20 page article 
which covers all aspects of laboratory work and 
medium preparation. 


DVD —covers medium preparation and the sowing of 
a green pod. 


FLASKS — Disa, cymbidiums [showbench, potplant, 
cascading intermediates] Australian Native 
cymbidiums [species and hybrids], coolgrowing 
dendrobium seedlings, sarcochilus, Australian 
terrestrials and some exotics. 


PLANTS — Disa, dendrobium kingianum and 
speciosum and Australian native cymbidium hybrids. 


Reconditioned autoclaves and laminar flow cabinets. 


Props: Kevin and Helen Western 
P.0. Box 276 
Blackwood SA 5051 
ph/fx: 08 8270 4599 
email: westernorchids@bigpond.com 


web: www.westernorchids.com 
[for catalogues and medium information] 


Left: Catasetum 
Donna Wise ‘Amber’ 
AM/AOS 
Female flowers 


AOR 149 
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I have found that stopping watering 
in early June regardless of the number 
of green leaves will trigger the dormancy. 

Note: Watering during dormancy 
should only be done it the plant shrivels 
severely. Usually a single watering is 
sufficient to restore the bulbs. 


Here’s a summary: 


e As the new growth develops wait to 
irrigate until the new roots are well 
developed and are 7.5 to 12.5 cm long 
(don’t be in a hurry to water, it is 
! better to wait). 


e Irrigate and fertilise frequently while 
the plants are in active growth. 


¢ Stop fertilisation and reduce irrigation 
by % around by mid May. 


¢ Cease watering by the 1st of June 
(winter). 


j a oer Catasetum Portagee Star 
; : ae ‘Brian Lawson’s Sunrise’ 
. : ; , HCC/AOS 


Left: Catasetum Frilly Doris 
“SVO’ (CR) 


Below: Catasetum ‘A FOUNDATION IN ORCHIDS’ 
(John C. Burchett x Orchidglade) WORKSHOP 2010 


A complete and extensive publication of 
lectures presented by eminent orchid 
growers at the ‘A Foundation in Orchids 
Workshop 2010’. 


Various topics include purchasing plants on 
eBay, detlasking, tissue culture, media, 
controlling pests and diseases and also 
including advice on how to purchase and grow 
genera such as Sarcochilus, Cattleya, 
Paphiopedilum, Cymbidium, Australian 
terrestrials and cool growing Australian native 
epiphytic orchids. 


Authors include Helen Richards, Neville Roper, 
Ken Siew, Kevin Hipkins, David Cannon, 
Kevin Western, Wal Rhodes, John Martin, 
Andrew Francis, Bill Miles, David Wain, 
Ray Clement and Stephen Stebbing share 
their expertise. 
A4 paperback. 70 pages. 

Including postage within Australia $20.00 P| 


Visa/Mastercard accepted 


Australian 
Orchid Foundation 


P.O. Box 322, 
Essendon North, Vic. 3041 
Phone/Fax (03) 5627 6303 


www.australianorchidfoundation.org.au 
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‘Catasetum Orchidglade 
‘Davie’s Ranches’ 
AM/AOS (JC) 


Left: Cycnoches cooperi 
‘Mem. Pat Worthington’ 


Below: Cycnoches cooperi 
‘SVO’ AM/AOS 


Left: Cycnoches 
barthiorum ‘SVO’ 
AM/AOS (CR) 
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Light levels: 

Catasetinae _like light levels 
comparable to Cattleyas at about 2500- 
4000 foot candles (fc). However, the 
plants are widely adaptable and do well 
with light levels as low as 1500 fc and as 
high as 5000 fc. For optimal growth I 
suggest a Northern exposure or a 
location where the plants will receive 


plenty of bright, filtered light. | 
Potting mix: ‘ 


For mature plants I have been using a 
3/1 of mix of fine Pine bark and perlite, 
for seedlings up to a 3” pot size. I like to 
use New Zealand sphagnum moss with a : ; t 
the bottom 1/3 of the pot filled with : 
Styrofoam peanuts. However, these 
genera are not too particular in what it 
is potted in and any well drained media \< 
will work well. 


Containers: 
I prefer to grow in plastic pots, a 
however clay/terracotta pots, baskets, 
and cork slabs will all work. The 
Catasetinae don’t like to be over potted, 
so select a pot size that will allow for 2 


years of growth. Cycnoches Kevin Clarke 
(male flower) 


Speer = Kevin Clarke 
(female flower) 


Cattleyas — Laelias etc 
Large Plants & Seedlings + Flasks 
Plant + Flasking List on request 


Phone: 02 6628 6356 

Fax: 02 6628 6356 

Email: jk.heindke@bigpond.com 
Mobile: 0417 021 789 

43 Davey Rd, URALBA NSW 2477 


For new list and tours’ 
visit our website 

www. orchidproductions.com.au 
Email: philspenceorchidpro@msn.com 


PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 
Phone: 0408 994 696 Fax: 02 4384 4304 
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Cycnoches warszewiczii 
‘SVO II’ (CR) 


Below: Cycnoches 
Martha Clarke ‘Select’ 


Right: Cycnoches 
Martha Clarke ‘Sharp’ 
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Fertiliser: 


When in active growth, regularly use 
Y% teaspoon of your favourite fertiliser 
per litre of water. 


Air movement: 


Catasetinae enjoy abundant air 
movement, if you are growing in a 
greenhouse use air circulating fans. 
Also, hanging the plants allows for 
maximum air movement around them 
and often they do best hanging. 
Repotting and Dividing: 

Is done as the new growth is just 
starting to develop and before the new 
roots start to show. Remember no 
watering until the roots are 7.5 to 12.5 
cm long. Unlike most orchid plants 
Catasetinae do well when divided into 
1-2 bulb pieces. Divisions are made by 
cutting with a sterile tool or by pulling 
the pseudobulbs apart. I try to keep the 
size of my plants between 2 and 5 bulbs. 


Popular Genera within the Catasetinae 


Catamodes (Ctmds.) = Catasetum x Mormodes 

Catanoches (Ctnchs.) = Catasetum x Cycnoches Above: Cycnoches Robert Dickow ‘SVO’ 
Catasetum (Ctsm.) natural genus 

Clowesetum (Clo.) = Catasetum x Clowesia Theectinests: 


Clowesia (CI.) natural genus Catasetinae are generally pest free, however spider mites are 
Cycnoches (Cyc.) natural genus attracted to the soft leaves of these plants. Spider mites are quite 
Cycnodes (Cycd.) = Cycnoches x Mormodes tiny; they live and feed on the undersides of the leaves. Take care 
in checking for them as the plants are “leafing out” and control 
them with a recommended insecticide/miteacide from your garden 


Fredclarkeara (Fdk.) = Catasetum x Clowesia 


x Mormodes centre. Although the leaves will drop off during dormancy this is 
Mormodes (Morm.) natural genus not an excuse to not treat for them. 


(Fred Clarke owns and manages Sunset Valley Orchids 
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com His interests in Catasetinae span 
over 25 years. He is recognised as one of the foremost breeders of 
this genus. His hybridisation efforts have garnered many American Orchid Society 

. (AOS) awards. His breeding has developed a new intergeneric hybrid genus 
Cattleyas Online Fredclarkeara After Dark (Momordia Painted Desert x Catasetum Donna Wise), this 
amazing hybrid has produced “the blackest flowers the AOS Judges have ever seen”, 
Quality exhibition cattleyas are our and to date the judges have given: an Award of Distinction, two Cultural Certificates 


Momordia (Mo.) = Clowesia x Mormodes: 


| specialty. of Excellence, four Awards of Merit, and eight First Class Certificates.) 
For a catalogue please phone, fax, or The photographs depicted throughout this article have been taken by James 
- e-mail us as below. ae Comstock (JC) and Charlie Rowden (CR) with the remaining images taken by the 

You can also visit us on the Internet at author. All plants grown and owned by Sunset Valley Orchids (SVO). 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au Fred Clarke 
| Sunset Valley Orchids 
| Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 1255 Navel Place 
| Mail: PO Box 4612 Vista, CA 92081 


Loganholme 4129 (760) 310-0778 
Email: fred.clarke@att.net 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au ‘ 4 
Website: www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com 
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Clowesia Fuzzy Wuzzy 
‘SVO’ AM/AOS (CR) 


The Australian Orchid Review, August — September 


Above: Clowesia Rebecca Northen 
‘Grapefruit Pink’ 


Right: Clowesia Grace Dunn 
‘Live Oak’ HCC/AOS 


Below: Mormodes elegans 
‘SVO’ (green, albino form) 
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Above: Mormodes revoluta 
‘SVO Yellow’ 

(some taxonomic authorities 
consider this to be simply 

a form of Mormodes 
warszewiczii) 


Left: Mormodes horichii 
‘SVO’ 
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Mormodes sinuata 
‘SVO’ HCC/AOS (CR) 


World Wide 
SPECIES ORCHIDS 
Mail Order 
Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Burleigh Park 
Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Ph 0747 740 008 


Lists by mail or email: 
ian @speciesorchids.com 
www.speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, Beautiful and 
Unusual Orchid Species of the World. 
Accredited CITES & Phyto Export 


SQUARE VANDA POTS 
165mm x 165mm x 80mm 
100mm x 100mm x 60mm 


ORCHID POTS 200mmx100mm 120mmx120mm 80mm x 65mm BASKET POTS 
300mm x 120mm) =175mmx120mm = 100mmx120mm 70mm x50mm 200mm x 130mm 


250mm x 150mm 150mmx1l00mm 100mm x 75mm 60mm x 70mm 140mm x 100mm 
200mm x 200mm_~—=s-:125mm x 75mm 80mm x 100mm 50mm x 65mm 80mm x 75mm 
21 Jambali Road, Port Macquarie, NSW 2444 Australia 
8 Phone: (02) 6581 1735 Fax: (02) 6581 1736 

Q Website: www.orchidpotco.com Email: orchidpotco@tsn.cc 
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Above: Catamodes Painted Desert 
‘SVO’ HCC/AOS 


Above: Catamodes 
(Catasetum denticulatum x 


Mormodes ignea) 


Right: Cycnodes 
(Cycnoches warscewiczii x 
Mormodes tezontle) 

green and white “alba” form 


Below: Cycnodes 
(Cycnoches warscewiczii x 
Mormodes hookeri)‘SVO’ 


Cycnodes : 

(Cycnoches warscewiczii x 
Mormodes Exotic Treat) 
(UC) 


Left: Cycnodes 
Freckled Sweetheart 
‘SVO II’ 


Above: Cycnodes Opalina 


Right: Cycnodes 
Midnight Magic 
‘Spotted’ 
HCC/AOS (CR) 
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Above: Momordia 
Jumbo World ‘Olympic Gold’ 


Above: Momordia 
Leopard Drops 


Left: Momordia 
(Clowesia Grace Dunn x 
Mormodes buccinator) 
‘Green’ 
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Left: Momordia 
(Clowesia 
Rebecca Northen 
x Mormodes 
lawrenceana) 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sphagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


AYA AH 


: 
Ces 


Will ri ate the ultimate micro climate for your orchids 


.} 


B&T Ferns & Orchids pecialising in Orchid Houses for over 25 years 
; gn Feat res e Kit form with written instructions and video can be shipped 
30 Wiseman Road Simplicity ¢ Portability ¢ Modular (can be lengthened to meet 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 our needs) © No Maintenance © Strong e Economical 


151 Railway Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qid 4158 
h 07 3207 2793 Fax 07 3822 2307 


W zealand agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 
\Ph (07) 5750600 Fax (07) 5750661 Mobile (025) 271 2777 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 


Open 7 days a week 


AOR 089 
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Above: Fredclarkeara 
After Dark ‘Black Diamond’ 
FCC/AOS (CR) 


Left: Fred Clarke 


Right: Fredclarkeara 
After Dark ‘Black Diamond’ 
FCC/AOS (CR) 
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Fredclarkeara 
After Dark‘SVO Black 
Pearl’ FCC/AOS (CR) 
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: Fredclarkeara 
After Dark‘SVO’ 
FCC/AOS (CR) — 


Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 


We carry a full range of pest and 
disease control chemicals suitable 
for use on orchids. 

The home of Merri Fert and Merri Cote. 
We also carry a full range of Port Pots, 
Debco Bark, Potting Media and all you 
require for your orchids. 


WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 
RELEASE OF 


Alan’s Fertiliser Handbook 
2nd edition now available $22 + p&p 
Alan’s Pest & Disease Handbook still available 
for $16.50 +p&p. 
© Plants, seedlings of most genera in stock. 
© Nursery open most weekends or by 
appointment. 
© Closed last weekend of the month. 
Please ring before coming 


Ph: 02 4739 5141 


Fax: 02 4749 8090 Mobile: 0439 514141 
Email: mirannorchids @ pnc.com.au 
MASTERCARD AND VISA WELCOME 
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ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 
Food for all Orchid Species 


Above: Fredclarkeara After Dark‘Morning After’ Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
Below: Fredclarkeara (Momordia Painted Desert x manufactured for better 


Catasetum fimbriatum var. morrenianum) orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A 
(Yellow Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 
through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 
and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B 
(Blue Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 
flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 
and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 
whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 
and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. 
Periodic feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular feeding 
2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies 
(02) 6241 7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. 
QLD: Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. 
Searle (07) 5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 
A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
PO. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


AOR 037 
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Left (1): Reduce watering 
once the leaves start 
changing colour 


Right (2): Plant is 
dormant, 
NO more water! 


Below left (3): New growth after dormancy, 
do not water at this stage 


Below right (4): Start feeding and watering once the roots system 
becomes active (roots almost 10cm long) 


VM 


eee er ratage connaissance tits 


Above left (5): Plant in active growth, Above right (6): Plants enjoy copious 


developing inflorescence water at this stage al 
note developing intlore , Sick of writing plant fags? 
Below (7): A healthy and happy plant! > THEN WE CAN HELP YOU 


- Small Runs of printed tags 
- Great prices 
- Quick Turn-a-round 


So, ifs 
Get) aussie plant tags 
Ny 
Contact David or Pauline Brewster at 


Email: apt@tags.net.au 
Web: www.tags.net.au 


9 The Grove, Tel: (03) 9761 1100 
Boronia, Vic. 3155 Fax: (03) 9761 0892 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


NURSERY OPEN 


AOR 020 


Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


orchids@tinoneeorchids. com 
www.tinoneeorchids.com 
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Aerangis ellisii 
var. grandiflora 
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Above: Aerangis Elro and Aerangis Mire, grown on wire benches, suspended above sphagnum moss beds by wire netting 


Aerangis Elro and 
Aerangis Mire 


y Australian friend Murray 
Shergold (“Muzza”) has been 
trying for years to teach me to think like 
a commercial orchid grower, so why not 
take on the world’s number one orchid 
hoping for the following headline: 
“ABRANGIS POISED TO OUST 
PHALAENOPSIS AS TOP ORCHID POT 
PLANT WORLD WIDE” 
Well,.... OK..... Maybe not just yet! 
The truth is after years of growing 
mostly species, reality dawned when the 
majority of the Angraecoid survivors 


by Hendrik Vorster 


(after a spell of black frost) in my nursery 
were Fred Hillerman bred hybrids. After 
our electricity crisis in South Africa 
where supply became a day by day issue 
and black outs often lasted for more 
than a day, and then subsequent price 
increases I recognised the need for 
change. I have switched to shadehouse 
(sixty percent) cultivation. Still wanting 
to grow one of Africa and Madagascar’s 
most beautiful genus, Aerangis - I was 
forced to stop and think this through 
rationally. Here I was with plants that 
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had seen extremes of approx -4 degrees 
Cand + 40 degrees C with the realisation 
of more to come. 

In the wild, Aerangis grow in habitats 
ranging from hot open woodlands to 
humid rainforests to high cool montane 
forests and even on granite boulders in 
full sun. I realised that plants with hybrid 
vigour, temperature resistance and 
“species looks” were the only practical 
option. 

Choosing the parents took into 
account flowering time - late summer as 
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well as spring, inflorescence length, 
flower size, plant size, and last but not 
least ease of cultivation. The common 
denominator in both Aerangis Elro and 
Aerangis Mire is Aerangis ellisii var. 
grandiflora. 

Aerangis ellisii var. grandiflora 
J.Stewart. This plant is synonymous 
with Aerangis platyphylla and was 
confused with Aerangis fuscata during 
Hillerman’s time, is one of the largest 
Aerangis species. It has a stem up to 80 
cm long, and frequently branching at 
the base and along the stem. Roots grow 
out of the stem between the older leaves 
which are about 20 cm long and 6 cm 
wide. The inflorescences are about 80 
cm long and carry about 18-22 “bird-in- 
flight” white flowers with nectaries that 
are 20 cm long which give offa wonderful 
scent at night. Flowering time is late 
September. This species is rare and 
occurs at intermediate altitudes (1200- 
1800m) in forests growing in quite 
heavy shade on the North-eastern side 
of Madagascar. I do not believe that this 
is a valid “variety” of Aerangis ellisii 
despite its formal renaming. However, 
size, branching, multi-spiking, 
inflorescence length and number of 
flowers made it the number one choice 
for top parent. 


The two hybrids we made successfully 
were by crossing Aerangis ellisii var. 
grandiflora (as the pod parent) with 
Aerangis verdickii and also with Aerangis 
modesta. 

Aerangis verdickii (De Wildeman) 
Schlechter. This grey-green succulent 
looking species from Southern Africa 
grows in hot dry open woodlands where 
it will even go deciduous during the dry 
winter. It flowers in late summer 
producing multiple inflorescences with 
up to 18 white flowers with pink tinged 
spurs perinflorescence. Bright conditions 
plus excellent drainage are needed to 
grow and flower this species. It is often 
found in more exposed conditions than 
those in the photo accompanying this 
article. This wonderful species was used 
to produce a summer flowering garden 
plant where humidity is low and winters 
are relatively cold and dry. 

Aerangis modesta (Hooker  f.) 
Schlechter. Compact medium sized 
Aerangis from the Mascarene Islands 
growing at lower altitudes in forests. 
Aerangis modesta is known for its 
floriferous habit, producing up to six or 
more inflorescences in spring. (See 
photo taken on Mountain Ambre on a 
recent tour). Flower shape is flat and 
full. We used plants from the Grand 


Camores which have larger flowers than 
the plants from Madagascar. 

Aerangis Elro (ellisii var. grandiflora x 
modesta) was registered and named after 
Jolisa & Lourens Grobler’s son, Elro. 
This primary hybrid looks like a super 
Aerangis modesta. Aerangis Elro flowers in 
late spring (October) producing up to six 
inflorescences that are 40-80 cm long. 
Plants are already starting to branch. All 
plants are grown under sixty percent 
shade in sphagnum mix, fed with foliar 
fertiliser once every ten days and once a 
month with hydroponic fertiliser. 
Summer temperatures can go up to 36 
degrees Celsius regularly. In winter we 
enclose the shadehouse with bubble 
wrap as outside temperatures can go as 
low as -4 degrees Celsius. The bubble 
wrap at least keeps the shadehouse at 5 
degrees Celsius! We live in high, dry, 
summer rainfall climate in Pretoria, 
South Africa. The result can be claimed 
“mission accomplished”. 

Aerangis Mire (ellisti var. grandiflora x 
verdickii) is named after Jolisa & Lourens 
Grobler’s daughter, Mire. This like a 
robust dark green and taller version of 
Aerangis verdickii, flowering in autumn 
(April). Inflorescences are up to 100 cm 
with flowers spaced well apart. Plants 
inherited the verdickii strong thick root 


Above: Aerangis Elro and Hendrik Vorster from HQ Orchids 
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‘Aerangis modesta 
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Mt Beenak 
Orchids 


No. 1 for Masdevallias 
Check out our complete range 
of cool growing orchids 
on our website: 
www.mtbeenakorchids.com.au 
Cool growing orchids and 
Mail Order our speciality 


27 Hacketts Creek Rd, Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 


Left: Aerangis verdickii in situ 
(photo Lourens Grobler) 


Below: Aerangis verdickii 
(photo Lourens Grobler) 
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system which helps make it an ideal garden plant to mount 
on a tree or even a rock. This plant can take the heat and 
waterwise conditions of a dry continent. 

As the pictures show, I grow these two hybrids alongside 
each other in quite high light. The benches have sphagnum 
moss over them so that that the Elro’s & Mire’s run their 
roots through this, whilst being held up out of the moss by 
“chicken wire”. This is obviously important to the 
microclimate and well-being of these plants and has played 
no small part in their successful cultivation. 

We are proud of our achievement, believing we have 
bought to the world hybrids that are arguably more 
attractive than the species parents, and this should always 
be the most important aim of a breeding program. Mature 
plants of Aerangis Elro will be released soon exclusively 
through Murray & Jean Shergold of Easy Orchids, NSW. 
Thank you to Lourens Grobler for allowing the use of his 
Aerangis verdickti photos. | 

Hendrik Vorster 

HQ Orchids 

Pretoria 

Republic of South Africa 
Email: hqorchids@mweb.co.za 


Left: Aerangis ellisii 
var. grandiflora 


2010 
Southern Orchid ~ 


Spectacular : 
Featuring the Eric Marygold Trophy 


Friday 8th - Sunday 10th October 
9.30 am - 4.00 pm Friday and Saturday 
9.30 am - 3.00 pm Sunday 


“Sharkies” — Cronulla Sutherland Leagues Club 
46| Captain Cook Drive, Cronulla 


(opposite Woolooware Golf Course) 


ay 
WELCOMES 


E DITORI AL Adults: $5.00 | Buses: $4.00 | Children Under 15 yrs: Free 


Orchid Displays | Plants for Sale | Free growing advice | Free parking 
ror TRIRIIT Ae Visit one of the Club’s restaurants, coffee shop, or bars 
C 0 N l RIBU l 10 N we Vendors include: 
Please ensure that all slides, photographs Australian Orchid Nursery (Vic) lan Slade and Phil Spence (NSW) 
and electronic files are clearly marked with Cedarvale Orchids (Qld) Johnston’s Orchids (SA) 
the authors name and address Dark Star Orchids (NSW) Nicky Zurcher Orchids (SA) 
Address editorial to: David Keanelly Orchids (Vic) Orchid Species Plus (Vic) 
? ; om (4. af tem Dendi Orchids (NSW) The Orchid Tray Company (NSW) 
David Fe Banks (Editor) Se Easy Orchids (NSW) Tinonee Orchid Nursery (NSW) 
Australian Orchid Review EVR OA Ezi-Gro Orchids (WA) Woolf Orchid Culture (Qld) 
39 Carole Street, Seven Hills Fong Ping Orchids (Qld) Royale Orchids (NSW) 
NSW 2147 AUSTRALIA 
Email: 
david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Proudly presented by 

The Orchid Society of New South Wales 
in conjunction with 

Eastern Suburbs Orchid Society 
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Aerangis Elro 
long inflorescences with 
lots of beautiful white 
‘birds-in flight’ like 
scented flowers 


-a tall Spring-flowering 
Aerangis producin 
Below: Aerangis Elro 


Left 
‘Spitskop’ 
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Right: 


Left: Aerangis Mire 

-a robust late Summer and 
Autumn-flowering primary 
hybrid producing long | 
inflorescences of nocturnal | 
fragrant blooms | 


Below: Aerangis Mire 
- note the long inflorescences 


Specialising in species orchids, 
flasks and selected hybrids 

Mail Order specialists 

Open by appointment only 


Props: Bill and Jan Miles 
405 Main Street 
Kingston, Victoria 3364 


03 5345 6387 
orchidspeciesplus@bigpond.com 
www. orchidspeciesplus.com.au 


AOR 041 


ORCHIDACEOUS SUPPLIES 


Suppliers of a wide range of Orchid Accessories 
Whether you are a hobbyist or a professional 
orchid grower - we can supply your needs. 
Pots - dome pots — Port Pots - 
trays — stakes - plant clips - Pot Clips - 
Labels - pens - fertilisers — hangers — 
wide range of wire products. 

Growing medias - bark, coconut husk, treefern, 
perlite, peat, charcoal, sphagnum moss and more. 
Agent for Eco Products 
Catalogue available on request 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 


Email: supplies@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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Ire 


Below: Aerangis M 
- bench of seed-raised plants 


Aerangis Mire 


Left 
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Growing and Showing 


Specimen Plants: 
Some Tips and Tricks 


by Bill Thoms 


e have been growing in the Tampa Bay area of Florida 

for more than 30 years and have received 76 Cultural 
Awards in over 25 genera so far - so these ideas must work. 
There is a lot more to producing a specimen plant than just 
putting it out on the patio or under a tree in the backyard and 
coming back a few years later. Here are several things Doris 
and I do to help insure the plants get the best chance to grow 
to their maximum and are presented in their best manner. 

First, the plants are fed a mild solution of food once a week 
(called Weakly Weekly). They are watered thoroughly in 
between and given the highest light they can take while still 
remaining COOL. What is good for Vandas is too bright for 
Phalaenopsis, etc. You must know which genus can take which 
amount of brightness. Generally, the thicker and harder the 
leaf the higher the light. All plants do better when they get 
good air circulation with FRESH air day and night. The 
growing areas are kept as clean as possible since bugs and old 
rotten leaves can spoil a plant in a heartbeat. Spots on leaves 
never go away and bugs can turn a 95 point CCE into a crying 
shame overnight. 

Now, even though you do all these things, you still have to 
prepare the plant for judging and get it to the place to be 
judged. Here are a few tips to help. 

I went to a wholesale florist supply house years ago and 
purchased a number of things. If you can’t get a commercial 
grower in your society to help out, you can go to a retail florist 
and purchase the following: 

Green floral wire in several gauges (thin [but sturdy], 
medium and heavy). I bought 10 pound boxes and am still 
using them. You might share with others in your orchid club. 
Floral tape in several colours (that is used to cover the wire), 
light green, dark green, yellow-gold and dark brown. 

The wires are used to position the plants and inflorescences 
(which I will now call “spikes” to save space) to their best 
advantage and this has to be done BEFORE the flowers open. 
All judges know what a flower looks like that has been staked 
too late. You will too. Besides, the spikes can be “adjusted” 
more easily before the flowers are fully open. The flowers 
open upright whatever position the spike is in, so doing it 
early allows for the optimal presentation. 

Also, the leaves need to be cleaned and the least number of 
blemished leaves is very important. The breakdown of points 
for American Orchid Society Cultural Awards is as follows: 

50 points is for size and condition of the plant; 
30 points is for floriferousness (number of flowers); 
20 points is for condition of the blooms 

The award is given to the exhibitor of a specimen plant of robust 
health and appearance with an unusually large number of flowers. 
It has to have been in the care of the owner for at least 
6 months immediately prior to the award. Scoring between 
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80 and 89.9 points garners you a Certificate of Cultural Merit 
(CCM) and between 90 and 100 gets you a Certificate of 
Cultural Excellence (CCE). The award goes to the grower and 
divisions carry the clonal name but not the award. 

So, to get an award, you have to do a number of things and 
do them early. I clean the leaves with lemon juice. I hold my 
hand under the leaf to support it and clean it with the liquid 
and an old washcloth which is nubby and cleans the mineral 
salts and algae off the leaf better than other cloths I have used. 
Remember to clean the underside of the leaves as well since 
the plant will be on a table in front of the judges and they 
often see both sides. Rarely does a plant that has leaves that 
are dirty and blemished receive an award for culture. Cut off 
the leaves that are blemished (with a sterile cutter) before you 
clean them since it is a waste of time to clean a leaf and then 
cut it off. If possible, remove the entire leaf, not just the tip 
since we judges can spot a leaf that has been “tipped”. If you 
do just tip it, cut it at an angle rather than square it off. 
Sometimes, if the leaf is covered with algae, you can’t tell if 
it’s blemished beforehand. This is another reason to do all this 
before the flowers open since it is easier on the flowers to 
clean the leaves when they are buds. 


Here is an example of grooming in general: This is the plant 
when I started. 
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First day I took the plant and set it in a heavy pot so it 
wouldn’t fall over as I worked on it. I cleaned the leaves and 
started to “adjust” the spikes. The stakes were kept down low 
on the spikes to keep them from curling around instead of 
being repositioned. I also took a leaf that was upside down 
and turned it over so the top showed. 

On day two I moved the spikes a little farther. Notice how 
the spikes are still straight and not curved. 


On day three I moved the spikes a little farther. It is almost 
ready. 


Here is the plant on day five. It never went to judging since 
judging was two weeks away. I just groomed it to show how 
it’s done. The plant is Bulbophyllum Elizabeth Ann ‘Jean’ 
HCC/AOS 

This can be done to any plant just as long as you start early. 
Going out on the day of judging and collecting a plant to take 
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almost guarantees disappointment. A lot of receiving awards 
is a high “WOW” factor. Almost every judge wants to be 
impressed with fine examples of culture and presentation. 
Some refused to ever be impressed, (but that is another 
article). It is your job to give the plant the best opportunity to 
fulfill that impression. 

You have given the plant all it needs to grow big and strong. 
You have kept the bugs and fungi away. You have started 
early enough to groom and stake it so it looks its best. Now 
you have to get it to a judging and hope if it’s going in a show 
that it isn’t damaged while being put in the exhibit. If it is very 
important (and when is it not?), you might consider having 
it entered in the Individual Plant Class and placing it yourself. 
After all, if you damage the plant, it couldn’t be helped. If 
someone else damages it, it was obviously carelessness. 

Some things to consider when transporting a plant are 
space, heat and inertia. You have to make sure the plant is 
SECURELY positioned in your vehicle because it will tip over 
when you have to slam on the brakes after being cut off by 
another driver (and you will be). Running a wire or rope 
across your car from the hooks that hold clothes and then 
attaching the plant to this wire can keep it from falling over 
in the event of a potential disaster. Wadded up newspaper, 
bubble wrap and clay pots all help to secure the plant in its 
box and help stabilise it for the journey. You might need to 
cut the sides of the box down so they don’t interfere with the 
leaves. Finally, driving a little more carefully than you usually 
do is a big plus, especially out the driveway and around 
corners. Don’t forget that the sun can come in and heat the 
plant too much during the drive so take care to keep it cool. 
Newspaper taped to the windows can help, but don’t obstruct 
your view. 

I am hopeful that you receive your award once you 
overcome all these obstacles but there is one more hurdle and 
it is a big one. The photographs of your awarded plant. Not every 
judging centre has a Greg Allikas, a James Comstock or a 
Charles Marden Fitch. I know there are other great 
photographers but space limits naming them all. The point I 
am making is the plant is at its best right now. It may never 
look this good again for a variety of reasons. With digital 
cameras so good now, make SURE you get lots of pictures of 
it (preferably before you start the journey to judging) since 
you never know what might happen later. Some things that 
have happened to us are: the plant tips over - destroying the 
blooms; the sun burns the leaves during the trip; the car 
breaks down on the way and plant gets too hot; the people 
working on the exhibit damage the plant (in one instance it 
was killed); the plant had to be photographed in the exhibit 
and didn’t show up well; the photographer didn’t show up; 
the photographer showed up without proper materials; back 
when slides were used, the slides were lost, damaged or 
horrible; and finally, the photographer used lights too strong 
and burned the plant (we had two plants killed and numerous 
ones burned). So you can see all the potential disasters 
looming. Be smart and get at least one good picture of the 
plant at its prime. 

If the plant is a new species or needs to be identified, pickle 
some flowers ina solution of 70% rubbing alcohol (methylated 
spirits), 20% water and 10% glycerine that you can get at the 
drug store. Send to an accepted taxonomist (list available 
from AOS website) and don’t forget to pay the fee, if required. 

Getting it home is a lot easier; you just throw it in the back 
and drive at full speed with no worries. Just kidding!! 
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Here are some other plants and what I did to get them to 
their peak. 


I make my own baskets and line them with sheet moss. I 
stuff the moss in between the slats from the inside so it looks 
neater. In Cultural Awards, neatness counts a lot. 


Large mound of Styrofoam in center 


ee as 


The secret to growing in a container for the longest time 
possible is to fill the centre with Styrofoam since the middle 


stays wet the longest and rots the fastest. 


= 
ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Suppliers of Fine Orchid Literature 


Large selection of new and 
pre-owned orchid books 


Browse and shop at our secure website 
www. orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


We attend orchid fairs in 
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 
Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
= Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
§ kmail: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
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Finished 
product 
good for about 
5 years 


44 X 16 inch 
Basket 


Original 
§ inch pot 


Clean off the old mix, wire the plant firmly through the 
bottom, add more mix, place a layer of moss on top, clean the 
leaves and add the hanger and label. 

This is the plant two years from the award it received when 
it was in a 5” pot (at which time it received an FCC anda CCM 
of 89 points). This time it received a CCE of 95 points. This 
next photo was taken the day after judging by Don Wilson 
(a great photographer who at 91 years of age no longer takes 
award photos). I took the plant to him since it was obvious 
the show photographer was unprepared for a plant of this 
size. The award slide doesn’t look anything like this: 


Bulbophyllum 
rothschildianum 


Dark Siar Orenicls 


Bulbophyllums, Dendrochilums, Lycastes, 
Stanhopeas, Paphs, Africans and lots more 


RARE AND UNUSUAL SPECIES 
AND SOME SELECTED HYBRIDS 


Please check our newly updated website for our latest releases 


Hans Schaible 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
darkstarorchids@bordernet.com.au 
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\ Bulbophyllum 
lobbii 


Masdevallia 
livingstoneana 


This plant is in a 12” (30cm) saucer. The stems of the 
flowers are very long and a little weak so I had to stake them 
with wire covered with yellow-green tape to be inconspicuous. 
Even though it had over 70 flowers, it only received 88 points 
because the plant isn’t very large, and 50 points is size and 
condition of the plant. 


The first time I brought this plant in, the judges wanted to 
see more flowers (it had 7 open). Since it is a plant that 
blooms in succession, I watched to see how long it took fora 
bloom to open after the old flower fell off. In this case it took 
about 18 days (about two and a half weeks). So 20 days 
before judging, I pinched off all the flowers and the buds 
started opening at the same time to look like this. 
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This plant had lots of tiny leaves close together and I 
couldn’t get my fingers into the plant to clean them thoroughly 
so I took a pot clip and taped a strip of my wash cloth around 
it to get in between the leaves and get them clean. I also used 
thin wires to spread the inflorescences evenly for a few days 
and when I removed the wires the flowers stayed in position. 


Dendrobium 
Golden Fantasy. 


I worked on this plant much too late and had a horrible 
time staking the growths upright without breaking the flower 
spikes which are very thin. When I was done, I hated the 
way the dark green floral wire showed up and had to redo 
them all with ones I had covered with light green tape. We 
took it across the State to a show and it was photographed by 
a professional who overexposed it so much the slide was one 
large yellow blotch, (and not good enough to be considered 
for the yearly Ben Kodama Award for Dendrobiums). This 
photo has been digitally repaired to this degree by Barry 
Woolf of Maryland. 
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Angraecum 
distichum 


I also waited too long to clean this plant and wound up 
knocking off about 100 flowers trying to clean both sides of all 
the growths. IfI had cleaned it two weeks earlier, Doris would 
have had a much nicer looking plant and probably a higher 
award. 


barbigerum 


This cute plant is ina 4” pot. It was fairly simple to position 
the spikes early enough so the plant looked its best. Too bad 
the photographer burned the front half and subsequently 
reduced the plant to three growths. 
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Oncidium 
v ansiferum 


rm 
¥ 


This was tricky because the plant was in a 5” pot sitting in 
a 5” basket with 4 foot long spikes. The first staking was too 
low and the spikes dragged the ground, the second was too 
high and the spikes flopped to the side. In order to get them 
just right, I supported them from the top of the hanger with 
medium floral wire which wound up looking like an umbrella 
without the material. I made it almost invisible so it wasn’t a 
distraction (using floral tape the same colour as the spikes 
which you can’t see in the photo). 

You have to make the plant easy to transport, easy to be 
looked at by the judging team and also to be photographed, so 
remember to bring something on which to hang the plant if 
necessary, as well as a pedestal if the flowers hang down. 
Never assume these items will be available. 


Cattleya 
Mrs. J.W. Whitely 


Finally, remember that salts from water and fertiliser build 
up in the mix and become toxic to the plant. It is almost 
impossible to remove them so you have to remove the mix 
every few years, if you can. This requires unpotting as carefully 
as possible and cleaning off the old mix and replacing it with 
new. This keeps the leaves from developing brown-to-black 
tips. This plant was grown from a leafless three-bulb back bulb 
division for 17 years to reach this stage and is a pretty good 
example of doing everything right for all that time. 

I hope these tips will help you to overcome potential 
problems and ongoing threats. As Karen Wilson taught me 25 
years ago, you can’t get awards if you don’t enter your plants. 
You will be surprised how “rewarding” it can be. I 


Bill Thoms 
Hilltop House Orchids, USA 
Email: dukesthoms@verizon.net 
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Letter to the Editor 


Dear Sir, 


The article by Graham Morris in the June-July 2010 issue of the AOR was 
spot on. He has very clearly enunciated the picture for many clubs in that 
part of his article entitled “Where is orchid growing going — can it improve.” 
Declining Club membership, smaller space available to grow plants as we 
pack more people into our towns and suburbs and with it loss of sunlight 
due to shading all mitigate against growing orchids as we have known it. 


For country NSW growers access to mainstream orchid growers and shows 
(Sydney-Newcastle-Wollongong) is limited by the tyranny of distance which 
impacts heavily in getting accredited as a judge, as most training seems to 
require regular attendance in Sydney. But does anyone care? There seems 
to be no forum for discussion or strategic planning to address the future. 


Our showsare the one opportunity to putour hobby in front of the community 
and judging by visitor numbers they are as popular as ever but the chief 
question put to club members when looking at the champions bench, is 
“how can that Masdevallia or whatever with one flower beat that ...... which 


has cascades of flowers?” Often they walk away bemused and not convinced 
by the answer, I’m notsure that our members have any better understanding. } 


In the words of a political campaign of a few years ago “It’s Time”. Time we 
reinvented what we are doing on the show bench to make it more relevant 
and attractive to potential members. We need more people at the cutting 
edge like Gordon Giles and Graham Morris to come forward and have a 
rational discussion about where we arc, and to look at where we can move 
to ensure that we can at least maintain the interest but hopefully grow it. 


In any community the pursuit of excellence is what drives improvement and 
leads to overall enhancement of the experience. But first we need a very 
good handle on excellence! 


Graham Gray 

President 

Sapphire Coast Orchid Club 
Email: gragray@asitis.net.au 
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Above: Shadehouse growing area - 11000 square metres under 50% shadecloth 


Valley Orchids 
- End of an Era? 


y now many readers may have 

heard that Valley Orchids, the iconic 
and world famous Cymbidium Orchid 
Nursery, is being offered for sale. There 
are many rumours circulating, and this 
note is to inform everyone of all the facts 
surrounding the sale. 

Valley Orchids has operated for more 
than 40 years and has been a significant 
contributor to the development of 
commercialand showbench cymbidiums 
world wide. The brand is very well 
known worldwide, and plants with 
Valley Orchids breeding in the 
background are used extensively in 
many other breeding programs. Valley 
Orchid hybridised plants, have always 
been bred to produce fast growing, high 
production cymbidiums, which could be 
prepared for sale quickly (upright 
spikes). The shape of the flower was 
always relatively unimportant. 
Obviously not all plants produced 
successfully met those goals, but the 
good ones have become fabulous 
commercial varieties. Excellent flower 


by Graham Morris 


shape has often come through, making 
some varieties successful for showbench 
purposes. 

Linda and Graham Morris, with 
assistance from their son _ Barrie, 
purchased the nursery in 1999. At that 
time it was located at Morphett Vale, an 
outer southern suburb of Adelaide. It 
was surrounded by medium density 
housing, which presented some issues. 
In 2004 it was relocated to McLaren Vale 
(famous for red wine production), thirty 
five kilometres south of Adelaide, on 4 
hectares (10 acres) in a lovely, very 
peaceful area. This was an enormous 
undertaking for owners and staff alike! 
Unfortunately during this time, legal 
issues were encountered, resulting in a 
long, tedious and expensive battle 
(which Valleys won!) This caused major 
delays in building the new nursery, and 
was very mentally draining on the 
owners. In spite of this setback, the 
nursery has operated successfully, 
supplying very large numbers of plants 
throughout Australia and overseas. 
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There is high demand for quality 
cymbidiums, in large numbers, so long 
as they are well grown and regular 
supply can be guaranteed. Enquiries for 
plants come faster than can be supplied 
presenting an opportunity to expand to 
fill the growing need for top quality 
orchids. Opportunities now exist to 
shorten the time between deflasking to 
flowering, by using selected performance 
varieties and heating for small plants, 
thus improving the number of plants 
produced each year. Overseas in hi tech 
growing areas, deflasking to flowering is 
often just two and a half years, 
considerably less .time than most 
Australian nurseries achieve at the 
moment. 

I am officially “old” now, having had 
my 65‘ birthday recently. It has always 
been my intention to semi retire soon, 
with my son Barrie taking over the 
operation, but he now has a family of his 
own and is looking for work closer to 
home. My wife and I have decided to 
slow down, and have recently purchased 
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Above: Inside shadehouse with a sea of cymbidiums 


52 


Below: Visitors were always welcome, including 
Club bus tours incorporating free workshops 


Above: Another view inside shadehouse 


Left: Plants boxed and awaiting pickup, 
with shadehouse in background 


a block of land, about half an hours drive from 
McLaren Vale, and are currently having a house 
built on it. This was necessary, because being 
somewhat of a workaholic, if I had lived on site, 
would have worked full time rather than just a 
couple of days. I wish to spend quality time with my 
wife and young grandchildren, so the decision was 
somewhat reluctantly made to offer the nursery 
for sale. 

We would love for someone to lovingly take over 
the nursery and upsize it to capture a huge market. 
Our existing facilities are relatively simple, yet we 
get good results. I would love to have a high tech 
growing area — it would enable much larger volumes 
of plants to be produced more quickly, and satisfy 
the demand which is already there, but presently, 
unserviced. Should we not find a buyer for the entire 
operation, we will consider selling the stock (huge 
numbers of plants), the tissue culture laboratory, the 
trading name and the property separately. 

We are seeking expressions of interest to purchase, 
either the whole nursery, or the stock, the tissue 
culture laboratory and trading name separately. We 
are very serious about retiring and enjoying our 
latter life years, but would be happy to assist a new 
operator to learn just what is necessary to succeed. 
We will finish serious trading at the end of the 2010 
flowering season. It was an exciting time when we 
took over the nursery some 11 years ago. We think 
this is an opportunity for someone new to make a 
big impact on Cymbidium growing in Australia. 

I certainly intend to stay involved in growing 
cymbidiums and intend to keep active in the 
cymbidium club scene. It will be interesting to 
manage a very small shadehouse at my new house, 
particularly which varieties to bring from the huge 
shadehouse at the Valley. 
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Valley 


Orchids 


Australia’s largest supplier of quality 


Cymbidium Orchid plants of all sizes 


(Clones or seedlings - flasks, small plants, 
& all sizes up to flowering size) 


IS FOR SALE 


The owners are retiring & are reluctantly offering the entire nursery for sale. 


Expressions of interest are invited. 


Here is an opportunity to assume the operation of the entire nursery, 


at McLaren Vale, South Australia, situated on 4 hectares with 


11,000 square metres of gr 


owing area (shadehouse), including 


all stock, plus the tissue culture laboratory, which currently 
has 300 or so clones in production (2500 mother flasks). 


The owners will also consider selling separately, the nursery stock, 


the tissue culture laboratory, the trading name and the property 
which may be used to grow other plants. 


Initial serious enquiries to Graham - 0419 823 724 
who will refer enquiries to our agent (currently being appointed) 
Lot 8 Wheaton Road, McLaren Vale, South Australia 
Postal - PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 


Phone - (08) 8327 3955 Fax - (08) 8327 3966 Mobile - 0419 823 724 


Website - www.valleyorchids.com.au 


Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 
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Above: Cym. (Jurassic Amber x 
Red Valley) ‘McLaren Vale’. 

We grow about 85% mericlones & 
15% seedlings and regularly 

get some good new ones 


We thank everyone who has helped 
us in our time at Valley Orchids. We 
have connected with a huge number.of 
customers and friends, and have enjoyed 
our time operating it. Before we 
purchased Valley Orchids, I thought I 
knew virtually everything about 
cymbidiums. I was wrong. I have learned 
so much since then, and continue to 
learn more daily. I have tried to share 
my experiences with other, cymbidium 
lovers and will continue to do so. [know 
I will not have so many opportunities to 
learn in future, but look forward to 
whatever comes my way. ; 

Graham Morris 

Valley Orchids, 

McLaren Vale, 

South Australia 
www.valleyorchids.com.au 
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Above: Dendrobium D’Bush Pansy 
(a eupeloric flower) RA 


Above: Laelia anceps ssp. is - . tT} 
dawsonii (a eupeloric flower) ; ) Left: Cattleya intermedia var. aquinii 


(a petaloid pseudopeloric flower) 


Below: Cattleytonia Dal’s Capri ‘Nicole’ 
(a petaloid pseudopeloric flower) 


The Origin of 


Peloric Orchi 


Flowers 


by Bill Morris 


f Lasked an orchid grower the origin of peloric flowers I am 
Ee the only answers I would get would be along the lines 
of “it’s a mutation” or “mericloning”. I would agree, but I 
wanted more than that. As I had been cutting sections of 
various orchid flowers I thought I would cut up some more 
flowers to see if I could see anything that might suggest a cause. 

Most growers, particularly of cymbidiums, would know 
that some of these mutations affect the petals of the flowers 
and others the lower (lateral) sepals. In the case of the petals, 
the colouration changes, usually from a plain colour to one 
similar to the lip colour, and sometimes to the lip shape. It 
can vary from being almost typical lip shape and colour to 
very little change where it is somewhat difficult to be sure it 
has changed; i.e. the 
change is from very little 
to almost extra lips 
(original lip plus two 
extra). In the case of the 
two lower sepals it is very 
different because only 
half of each sepal is 
affected and this is the 
lower half. Also although 
the amount of change 
varies, it is less variable in 
the sepals than in the 
petal changes with most 
of them being almost an 
exact half lip. 

I found, when I cut up 
normal flowers, that both 
the petals and the sepals 
developed from the ovary 
tissue. The only comment 
I could find in text books 
or monographs was that the labellum was usually attached to 
the base of the column and thus presumably developed from 
the column tissues. This suggests that the difference between 
the lip and its colouring, and the petals and sepals, lies in their 
development from different tissues. 

The actual connection of the petals and sepals was at the 
forward end of the ovary where it changed into the column 
with the petals in front of the sepals. At this point the diameter 
of the ovary and the column may not be the same and there 
is a small connecting (intermediate) area. In cattleyas this 
can be ridge-like, in cymbidiums less so. 

The petals and sepals in the flower appear to point away 
from the connection zone roughly at right angles but in the 
bud both point forward until the flower opens. The sepals 
appear to grow from the ovary while the petals are closer to 
or grow from the intermediate zone. The lateral sepals appear 
to grow from below the dorsal sepal attachment but the lower 
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Phalaenopsis World Class ‘Bigfoot’ (a eupeloric flower) 


half appears to simply wrap around and under the labellum 
to help support it. The sap carrying water and sugar and 
other nutrients appears to travel via the pedicel and through 
the undeveloped ovary into the column and the attached 
labellum, to develop these two organs first (earlier) leaving 
the ovary underdeveloped until after pollination. 

The longitudinal section of a standard Cymbidium bud 
30mm long showed all floral segments in proportion, except 
for the forward portion of the column — which was bulbous 
and approximately mature size, about the size of a large pea. 
The rear part of the column was about 14mm long and the 
thickness of a match. The anther cap appeared slightly larger 
than mature size while the pollinia and the stigmatic cavity 
were also mature size. 
It appeared that the sap 
and nutrients were 
going via the pedicel 
and undeveloped ovary 
into the column and 
forward to the 
reproductive organs to 
mature them ahead of 
the rest of the flower. 
So that when the flower 
opened they were 
ready for pollination, 
while the ovary was 
still unprepared for 
fertilisation. 

Both the petals and 
sepals are very close to 
the column and _ it 
would take very little 
change to move the 
petals forward slightly 
to become attached closer to the column in the intermediate 
zone where they become affected by the same hormones and 
nutrients etc. that are being delivered to the column and lip 
(labellum) to produce its characteristics. The variability of the 
petal changes is controlled by just where it actually grows 
from. If growing actually from column tissue it will be very 
lip-like. If it grows from the intermediate zone it will appear 
only somewhat lip-like with all possible variations. In the 
case of the sepals it is more likely that it changes from just’ 
supporting the lip to being actually fused to it and therefore 
getting almost the same instructions from the sap (via the 
column) as the lip does. Therefore the sepal mutations are 
much less variable and very much half lip-like. The top half 
doesn’t change as its growth is still from the ovary and it gets 
no hormones etc. from the column into the upper half. The 
mutations causing these changes presumably come from one 
or more developmental gene changes. 
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Above: Dendrobium Yukidaruma ‘Bleeding Heart’ 
(a petaloid pseudopeloric flower) 


Right: Dendrobium nobile var. cooksonianum 
(a petaloid pseudopeloric flower) 


Cattleya intermedia var. aquinii is a 
similar petal mutation with just of splash 
of lip-like colour. I have never seen a 
half sepal type change in cattleyas as 
occurs in cymbidiums. Maybe they do 
occur but they must be rare. I suggest 
this is because unifoliate cattleyas 
usually stiffen or strengthen their labella 
by having a rolled (tubular) lip rather 
than the half sepal support as in 
cymbidiums. The bifoliate cattleyas have 
much shorter, thicker lips that don’t 
require support. 

In conclusion I want to point out that 
none of these mutations are peloric. The 
definition of peloric as given in the 
glossary of The Genus Cymbidium by Du 
Puy and Cribb and in the RHS Dictionary 
of Gardening is “relating to an irregular 
flower becoming regular i.e. when the 
lip of an orchid becomes petaloid”. I 
have never seen this in a cymbidium but 
it-is becoming common in hard cane 
Dendrobiums (pansy type flowers) and 
a recent example was shown in Orchids 
Australia (April 2008) of a Phalaenopsis 
cultivar P. World Class ‘Big Foot’. 
Interestingly this was being described as 
‘reverse peloric’ which in fact it is not. 
These are actually true peloric flowers 
while the cymbidium types and ones 
like them are not. In Orchids of Asia by 
Teoh Eng Song, mutations fitting the 
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wg Keith Wallace Pty Ltd. _ 


23 Vineys Ln. Dural NSW 2158 


LUNAR BLAZE ‘DURAL 
Cymbidiums By Gordon Giles , 
Specialist breeders of Cymbidiums and growers of Phalaenopsis 

2010 Seedling Catalogue out now 
Trading hrs: Mon to Thurs 8am to 4.30pm 
Ph: 02 9651 4005 Fax: 02 9651 2689 
Email: keithng@tpg.com.au www.keithwallace.com.au 
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Above: Cymbidium Mavourneen ‘Jester’ 
(petaloid pseudopeloric flower) SBOE 


definition above are called ‘regular 
pelorics’ while the cymbidium types are 
called ‘irregular pelorics’. 

The cymbidium mutations are not 
irregular. They are simply zygomorphic 
and after these mutations they remain 
zygomorphic. The peloric mutation is a 
reverse mutation (see definition in 
Collins Dictionary of Botany) while the 
cymbidium mutations are new or further 
mutations. I believe these mutations 
need a new name. 

My original thoughts on “peloric” 
flowers were based mainly on Cymbidium 
flowers. However I also observed that 
there seemed to be lateral half sepal 
peloric flowers in Phalaenopsis and rare 
petal “pelorics” as well. 

This led me to search through my 
orchid journals and books to see if I 
could find others. I was very pleased to 
find one genus where the flowers were 
unusual but not identified as “pelorics”. 
However I am willing to predict that 
when examined they will be explained 


Left: A petaloid 
pseudopeloric 
Cymbidium 
flower 


Below: Cymbidium 
Vidar ‘Harlequin’ 
(petaloid 
pseudopeloric 
flower) CDLO 


in the same way as the cymbidium (and 
others) “peloric” flowers. The flowers 
are Psychopsis (originally Oncidium) 
papilio, kramerianum and the hybrid 
Mendenhall. These and presumably 
other species and hybrids of this genus 
have a different arrangement of their 
floral segments to the majority of other 
orchids which have three large sepals, 
two similar large petals and a lip which 
is usually quite different to the petals 
and sepals. 

The Psychopsis, in contrast, have the 
dorsal sepal and the two petals almost 
linear and close together and the three 
somewhat vertical. The lip is large and 
spreading, bright orange and white and 
very ruffled. The sepals are downward 
curving, orange coloured and very 
ruffled like the lip and much larger than 
the petal and the dorsal sepal. I predict 
that the upright petals and dorsal sepal 
arise from the ovary tissue while the 
lateral sepals are attached to the lip (or 
possibly the column) and have developed 
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Above: Cymbidium Darch Fiesta ‘Praying Mantis’ 


(half-sepal pseudopeloric flower) 


under the same condition as the lip. The 
few hybrids in this genus resemble the 
parents and the shape probably arose 
originally by mutation (as in cymbidiums 
etc.) but in time has become fixed. 

It is plausible to suggest that the initial 
mutation led to a change of pollinator 
and selection gave rise to a new species 
and eventually a number of species. 
This is possibly an example where a new 
species arose, not by a series of small 
changes and slow divergence but by a 
sudden mutation, a new form and 
pollinator and now a new genus. 

The three segments which develop 
from the ovary develop forward from 
the ovary at a time when the ovary is 
immature and when the sap is supplying 
the column and the reproductive organs 
(pollen and stigma etc.) first so that they 
and the lip can be fully mature when the 
flower opens. At this stage the ovary is 
scarcely developed and will not develop 
further unless the flower is pollinated. 


When the flower is pollinated, auxin (a 
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Above: Cymbidium Darch Fiesta ‘Out of Tune’ (half-sepal pseudopeloric flower) 


growth hormone) from the pollen, 
signals the ovary to develop ready to 
receive the male nuclei from the pollen 
tubes when they arrive later. 

At the time the dorsal sepal and the 
two petals are developing from the 
Ovary tissue they receive only small 
amounts of sugar and apparently little 
growth signals other than the same as 
the sepal and so all three develop the 
same (as do the two lateral sepals and 
the lip under the control of the column). 
Thus the shift in the position of the 
development of the petals and sepals in 
relation to the ovary and the column 
controls the form and decoration of 
these segments. In most orchid flowers 
the sepals and petals develop from the 
Ovary tissue and show almost no 
difference in size or shape as they are 
really only background (advertising) to 
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the reproductive organs. The lip is part 
of the mechanism (landing pad and 
director for the pollinator) for successful 
pollination and is prepared by the 
reproductive organs via the column. 
The so called “peloric flowers” show 
this control by the mutations changing 
the form and decorations of the 
segments. Psychopsis show how such 
mutations can become fixed and lead to 
new species and genera. Photos courtesy 
of David Banks, Robert Ang, Santa 
Barbara Orchid Estate and Casa de las 


Orquideas. 
eu = true. Eupeloric = true _peloric 
pseudo = false. Pseudopeloric = false peloric 
W Morris 
P.O. Box 17 


Medowie NSW 2318 


Above: Psychopsis papilio 


Qao 
CoQ 


DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


CYMBIDIUMS 


Mericlones & Seedlings 


Mail Order Specialists Australia-wide 
22 Emmett St, Golden Square Vic 3555 
Ph: (03) 5442 4806 Mob: 0411 352 036 
Email: dkorchids@aanet.com.au 
Web: www.dkorchids.com.au 
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Orchid 


Review 


FLORA’S ORCHIDS 
Senior Consultant David P. Banks 


Part of the best-selling Flora range, this is the definitive F 

vide to orchids with over 1,500 entries. Ranging from 
the unique to the unusual, the beautiful to the bizarre, 
orchids have long symbolised beauty, elegance and 
refinement. Flora’s Orchids presents more than 1,500 
varieties of this highly variable plant family, with entries 
accompanied by at least 1,300 stunning colour 
photographs. The orchids are arranged by genus in an 
A-Z format. Each entry first lists the scientific name in 
Latin, offen accompanied by a Latin synonym and, 
where appropriate, the translated common name. Plant pi 
spread and height are listed, followed by symbols |#eae 
indicating plant type, natural growing locations, growing jig 
conditions, frost tolerance, preferred temperatures, type 
of flower, and preference for pot or mount cultivation. 
The brief descriptions explain the type of genus, geographic area, and flowering and 
dormancy seasons. There is a wealth of sound cultural and propagation advice. 


AOR Editor David P Banks was the Senior Consultant for Flora’s Orchids and is also credited 
as the Principal Writer. Especially valuable for aspiring botanists and average gardeners is the 
background information that precedes the dictionary text and explains orchid varieties, 
taxonomy, hybridisation, history, cultivation, propagation, and more. The history section delves 
into the eda historical Hoesen of the plant for culinary and medicinal usage and 
also explores the use of orchids in folklore and literature. A detailed cultivation table for each 
of the species is found in the appendix. This work is regarded by many as the logical 


seg rooes cio CMR DSCUNTRKE $54.95, 


was $7500 RRP (Incl, GST). PLUS POSTAGE ANO HAKOUNG 


The Definitive Guide to Orchidd 


Over 1,500 Entries 


i, ; a Pd 


368 pages, colour. 
308mm x 238mm. 
Hardcover. 


ANGRAECOID ORCHIDS: 


Species from the African Region 


by Joyce Stewart, Johan Hermans, 
and Bob Campbell 


These so-called Jewels of Africa’ with their sparkling 
flowers, distinctive growth habit and floriferous nature are 
much prized and this account, the first to include the 
angraecoid orchids of both Africa and Madagascar, is long 
) awaited. It brings together, in a single volume, descriptions 
of all 690 species in this intriguing group of orchids and 
will be the essential reference for all angraecoid orchid 
enthusiasts for years to come. Stewart, Herman and 
Campbell have all spent time in various parts of eastern 
and southern Africa and precise ecological information 
relating to habitat, altitude preferences and flowering season of individual plants will be 
particularly helpful to growers. The diagnostic features of each genus are illustrated and 
over half the species are accompanied by exquisite photographs taken in both wild 
habitats and in cultivation. The authors know the angraecoid orchids well, both in 
cultivation and the wild, and this knowledge has led to an authoritative account of these 


wrens sio —QRDIOUNTINIES 59,95, 


432 pages, colour. 

265mm x 185mm. 

Hardcover. was 9125000 RRP (Incl. GST) #5 ostce ao wavouNs 
MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


‘THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
eerie 


the previous book, but also includes some 
would require artificial heating ip 


to see an a o . —_ 
§ MACDONALD 
could grow. 


seamen roamm. —_OURDISCOUNTPRICES 25,20. 
Softcover. PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


The Australian Orchid Review, August —- September 2010 


Mail Order 
bookshop 
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The publishers of the 
Australian Orchid Review 

are pleased to offer readers popular 
orchid books at special discount prices. 


Just select the book(s) you require and 
fill in the details on the form provided. 


New titles will be added to the list when 
they become available. 
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ORCHIDS IN 
YOUR GARDEN 


, Hew to ee orchids in 
«| the backyar 
Garden by Robert Friend 


| It sounds too good fo be true, but orchids are 
‘ as easy to grow in the backyard as a lawn or a 
bed of roses. Despite their exotic reputation, 
Dig the everyday gardener can grow orchids 
“| without special pots or greenhouses. 
H The book shows you haw to introduce orchids 
BY into the garden, by attaching them to trees, 
4 fixing them on rocks and walls, or planting 
them in garden beds. With more than 150,000 
species and hybrids of orchids in the world, there are plants suitable for every garden. 


0 


low to grow orchids 
int 


~ ROBERT FRIEND 7 


Robert Friend draws on a lifetime's experience with orchids to explain how to 
choose the right orchid for your climate and how to landscape orchids in different 
types of gardens. Ranging from tropical to cool climate areas, from large acreages 
to small courtyard gardens, almost every backyard can enjoy the best of one of 


nature’s wonders. 
eae OURDISCOUNTPRIE Sn 9.23. 
was 922650 RRP (Incl. GST) PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


Colour and B&W. 


THE CLASSIC CATTLEYAS 


by A.A. Chadwick and 
Arthur E. Chadwick 


In 1818, William Cattley succeeded in 
flowering one of the first species of the genus 
that would bear his name. These first cattleyas 
are the classic cattleyas, whose form defined : 
the essence of tropical orchids for generations [™ 
to come. Indeed, the colour of their flowers 
became known as “orchid.” In this helpful 
and informative book, each classic Cattleya 
species (and cattleya-like Laelia species) is 
described in fascinating detail, and its role in 
breeding programs is elucidated. All that is 
required to appreciate and grow the large- 
flowered cattleyas successfully is included. 
There are ten line drawings and 162 
wonderful colour photographs. Cultivation, humidity and watering, fertilising, 
propagation, and diagnosing and treating problems are detailed, making this 
volume valuable for both veteran orchid enthusiasts and those who simply love 


these beautiful flowers. 
sneer cio IR ISCONTFALES 4923, 
was 989650 RRP (Inc. GST) "us POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


PHE CLASS GC 


260mm x 185mm. 
Hardcover. 
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A GUIDE TO NATIVE 
ORCHIDS OF SOUTH 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
by Bob Liddelow 


This book beautifully illustrates the orchids of 
this part of Australia. Bob Liddelow has spent a 
considerable amount of time in the field, each 
season, seeking out many different orchids. 


This is an Orchid Guide with a difference. 
Instead of covering all species with total 
distribution areas, this book treats a very 
representative collection of orchids in great 
detail. The specific sites for each orchid are 
illustrated with ‘mud maps’. 


' 
Guide to 
Native Orchids of 
South Western Australia 


The book also cross-references some 142 
orchids with about 100 sites in the greater south-west of Western Australia. Every 
orchid is illustrated in full colour. 


There is also comprehensive indexes, a glossary, author’s notes and more. 


yan S298 
SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
by Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requaiging 
limited space, and 


Over 210 pages, 
colour throughout. 
210mm x 148mm. 
Softcover. 


@ hybrids, along with a 
g showing the main parts of the 
plant and flower, plus a colour plate 
providing an easy means of identification. 


g Intergenerics, is dealt with in detail — most registered hybrids 
panied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed 
g and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular 


Srila.” OURDISCOINTPRKE $133.25, 


Orchids of Australia. 
119 7 /, 
pages, colour and B&W. as 5 RRP (Ind, GST) iS OSHA MNDING 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
by A.F.W. Alcorn 


Lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. 
No book previously has provided detailed cultural 
requirements of the Lycaste, and this book should 
fill that gap, and encourage new growers to take up 
the cultivation of this beautiful genus. A section on 
hybridising contains valuable information on 
inheritance and genetics that will benefit any 
hybridiser, not just the grower of Lycastes, as well as 
helpful hints on how to avoid pitfalls in your 
hybridising program. Michael Hallett, a friend of 
Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with Fred and has completed 
it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research and botany, 


Lycaste 


Orchids 
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/ 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A, F; W. Alcorn 


and : : passed for plants, 

ra pobae OURDISCOWNTPRIC S41 5.2°.. 
Colour and B&W. was 5 RRP (Incl, GST) Pus Poswce avo annus 
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GROWING PHALAENOPSIS AT HOME 
by James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference for 
any person who grows, or is intending to grow, | 
Phalaenopsis. } 
Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, |} 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, |} 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 

Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named || 
and the implications of growing seedlings, | 
illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the 
layman to understand. 

The colour photography illustrates beautifully the 
topics under discussion and the orchid names are 
supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are 


cease ORISCNTPAKE $412.88. 


the subject more easily understood. 
was $13¢75 RRP (Incl, GST) Pus POSTAGE AND HaNDUNG 


honest 


56 pages. 
Colour and B&W. 


-.| PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 
“| AUSTRALIAN ORCHID 
= ~ | 
4.) GROWING 
9) by Wayne Turville 
I The 64 page Practical Guide to Australian 
4 Orchid Growing was over two years in the 
making, being written by Wayne Turville who 
runs a large commercial orchid nursery in 
Victoria, Australia - specialising in Australian 
Dendrobium hybrids. This book was written 
| for everybody from the absolute amateur 
H through to the hardened “orchid nut”. 
However, due to its low cost and practical 
nature, this book fills a huge void in orchid 
literature. Simple, easy to understand 
¥ language, lots of pictures, and glorious 
“4 examples of the some of the finest native 
@ orchids ever photographed both in nature 
~ and at orchid shows. 


The title is somewhat misleading, as the text covers major cultivation principles for ALL 
orchid genera, not just the Australian native Dendrobium species and their hybrids. Topics 
covered (and illustrated) include Blooms, Starting a Collection, Housing Your Orchids, Day 
to Day Growing, Pests and Diseases, Physical Damage, Cymbidiums and Sarcochilus, plus 
Bits and Pieces (information about orchid propagation, orchid societies and deflasking.). 
This booklet is recommended for all new orchid enthusiasts, and all who want to brush up 


ct pears clon ORDKCUNTIRIE $412.52, 


64 pages, colour. 
was $1200 RRP (Incl, GST) Pus rostace avo wavouns 


Practical Guide to 
Australian Orchid 


210mm x 146mm. 
Softcover. 
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NEW STOCK ny 
We currently have 2 tonne of orchids in 
quarantine due for release in spring. 
Watch our website or subscribe to 
our e-newsletter for updates. 


NEW PRODUCTS 


Slow release 
fertiliser 
tablets 


THE SURI SEM aS lal Hous* 


80mm 
Mesh 
Pot 


NEW WEBSITE 


We have launched our new website with more 
product images and secure online shopping. 


www.easyorchids.com 


We are now on 
Facebook & Twitter 


2p EASY, ORCHIDS 
‘ORCHIDS OR CHID. 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn NSW 2472 Ph 02 6682 2635 


* 


«4. RETINA AUSTRALIA 


So Retinitis pigmentosa (RP) 
is the major cause of youth blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


D> 


FIGHTING BLINDNESS 
For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 
www. retinaAustralia.com.au 


Dendrobium speciosum spectacular 
& Australian Orchitl Species ani ae, 


SE ADE 2a % 
HOT HOUSES 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the dl 
ultimate in plant protection all year round. Contact in all states 


Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 
quality materials, our modular range offers the 1300 88 11 43 
perfect environment for your growing needs. www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 


MODERN - ELEGANT - STYLISH 


Seedlings and 
flowering size plants 


Assorted species, 
paphs, aussie natives, 


| cymbidiums 
Mail Order service available Hl i itl Shi 201 02 ross eee 
| = Nursery open by appointment y rl OW w aes ~ Lo a , 
| I Stephen Stebbing Kempsey, NSW Ve OES Ne, ae 4A S 
32 Newbold Avenue, Ted Walmsl J ANOS Mid North-Coast \ 
Craigieburn Vic 3064 (Ted & Winsome Walmsley and AN id Nor' bf CENA) } 
| prone 0412 352 604 This premier event will follow closely after th ‘th Australasian Native 
| ee ae Orchid Conference & Show in Newcastle providing all conférence attendees 
email: stephenstebbing@aapt.net.au as well as others an ideal opportunity to see a massed display of some of 


the best speciosums in the country as well as a range of other Australian 
species and hybrids of superb quality. Definitely a must on your list of 
ORCHID S NORTH orchid activities for this year. All welcome to exhibit and judging will be by 


Gordonvale 20km South of Cairns an all ANOS panel. Monetary prizes and trophies will be awarded. 
Onithe/Bruce Highway Interstate entries are encouraged with a prize for the most travelled orchid. 
Vandas, Dates: Fri 3"? Sept 10am to 4pm 
Dens Sat 4th Sept Yam to 4EM [Closed for judging b/w 11am and 12 noon on Sat 4°] 
Cais, Sun 5th Sept Yam to 4pm 
i PEG Location: 57 Spooners Avenue, Greenhills via Kempsey. 
Phallies, 


Details: €lectronic copy of brochure with locality map, 
& more. show schedule and associated events available by 
No Catalogue Available e-mailing John Zietsch at jzi01935@bigpond.net.au 
pen tarenidsnth @bigpon lenin OR contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562 7150 or 


Lloyd € 9) 655 7 
| Phone (07) 4056 2357 Mob 0405 453 171 Sie) Sole Cin (U2) CROWES 
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Editor: 
David P. Banks 
Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


Address editorial to: 

The Editor, Australian Orchid Review, 

39 Carole Street, Seven Hills, NSW 2147 Australia 
@ (02) 9674 4720 

Email: david@hillsdistrictorchids.com 


To join an orchid society contact these secretaries 


New South Wales 

Veronica Clowes 

PO. Box 5396, Chullora NSW 2190 
Phone: (02) 9649 2719 

Email: secretaryosnsw@yahoo.com.au 


Queensland 

Maree Illingworth 

PO. Box 126BC, Brown Plains 4118 
Phone: (07) 3800 3213 

Email: rmillingworth@ug.net.au 


Western Australia 

R. McGrath 

P.O. Box 58, Como 6152 
Phone: (08) 9367 9306 


pesticides, fungici | her 
responsibility 


for them. When selecting and using such products, readers should seek an 
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Victoria 

Diane Sharam 

1 Tynan Street, West Preston, 3072 
Phone: (03) 9478 9764 


Frankie Fraser 
Phone: (03) 9802 9929 
Email: frankie_fraser@bigpond.com 


South Australia 

Coralie Hills 

GPO. Box 730, Adelaide 5001 
Phone: (08) 8721 3213 


Don Higgs 

P.O. Box 134, Myponga SA 5202 
Phone: (08) 8558 6247 

Email: jhiggs@internode.on.net 


Tasmania 

Jan Dicker 

G.PO. Box 467, Hobart 7001 
Phone: (03) 6247 9636 

Email: jtdicker@bigoond.com 


Northern Territory 
Tammie Coyne 
PRO. Box 38493, Winnellie 0821 


While the Proprietors of the Australian Orchid Review endeavour to assure the reliability of advertising and editorial, neither the Proprietor of the “Australian Prd Review” nor the Editor can assum POTS for the 
advice or transaction ileed advertisers and readers. The opinions and recommendations that ma appear in this publication Regaraing the selection and use of 5 
les and Perbiees are those of the individual authors, and not those of the Austr hi 


obtain the advice of the manu! 


~ Secretar 


aalian Orn Review, which neither adOpIS NOt Seas such pn and recommendations and disclaims all 
facturer and of responsi 


To join a Cymbidium Club in your state, contact: 


Cymbidium Club of Australia Inc. 

Secretary, Peter Moore 

10 Stephanie Street, Padstow NSW 2211 

Phone: (02) 9721 0572 

Web: www.ccansw.com.au 

The Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria Inc. 
Secretary, Jenifer Robinson 

54 Worthington Road, Devon Meadows VIC 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 


Cymbidium Orchid Club of South Australia Inc. 
Jeanne Hall 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North SA 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 


The Cymbidium Orchid Club of 

Western Australia Inc. 

Secretary, Helen Stretch 

Phone: 0419 197 943 
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LEARN TO EARN - With our nationally 
recognised Courses in Certificates II 
and II in Horticulture and Certificates II 
and IJ in Orchid Growing. Learn by 
Distance learning at your own pace. 
Contact The Orchid Academy® (National 
provider No. 31691) Ph: 1300 663 690. 
Email: robert@orchidacademy.com 
Web: www.orchidacademy.com 


Approximately 180 rare and out of print 
Orchid books for sale. Books such as 
Venezuelan Orchids by Dunsterville and 
Garay, six volumes. The three volume 
set by the same authors line drawings, 
NO TEXT. Pabst and Dungs Orchidaceae 
Brasillenses two volumes. Orchids of 
Australia by Nicholls and many more. 
$4000.00 the lot Firm. PH. 02 49 331629 


= 


ORCHID, LANDSCAPING & HORTI- 
CULTURAL COURSES, DISTANCE 
EDUCATION - Short courses, Certificates, 
Diplomas. Over 400 courses including 
Cut Flower Orchids, Hydroponics, 
Tissue Culture, Orchid Culture, Plant 
Varieties, Landscaping and more. 
Study by CD, online, or by traditional 
correspondence. Highly _— qualified 
tutors. FREE 87 page handbook. Phone: 
07 5562 1088. Websites: www.acs.edu.au, 
www.hortcourses.com. P.O. Box 2092, 
Nerang MDC, Qld 4211. 


NURSERY & ORCHID BENCHING 
www.nurserybenches.com.au 
or Phone: 02 9631 6000 


www.jamesorchids.com 
is the website for Tom Burian orchids 


2010 ORCHID EVENTS - 7H¥fazs on/ 


August 6-8 National Orchid Extravaganza 
(www.ccansw.com.au) — Dural NSW 

August 7-8 2010 National Cymbidium Show 
(www.cymbidiumclubwa.com.au) — Perth WA 
August 13-15 St ves Orchid Fair — St Ives Showground NSW 
August 20-22 Melbourne International Orchid 
Spectacular (www.oscov.asn.au) & Victorian 
International Orchid Fair (www.orchidfair.com.au) 

— Springers, Keysborough Victoria 

August 25-29 ANOS National Conference & Show 
(www.anos.org.au) — Newcastle NSW 

September 3-5 Dendrobium speciosum Spectacular 
— Kempsey NSW 

September 9-12 Australian Springtime Flora Festival 


September 18-19 Orchids in the Wetlands 

— Newcastle NSW 

September 26 Hills District Orchids Spring Open Day 
(www-hillsdistrictorchids.com) — Northmead NSW 
September 30-October 4 Tasmanian Orchid Society 
— Hobart Town Hall, Tas 

October 8-10 Southern Orchid Spectacular 

— Sharkies @ Woolooware NSW 

October 8-10 Queensland Orchid Society 

— Mt. Coot-tha Botanic Gardens, Qld 

December 5 Hills District Orchids Open Day 
(www.hillsdistrictorchids.com) 

with guest vendor Dark Star Orchids 


— Mt Penang NSW — Northmead NSW | 
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Melbourne Orchid Spectacular 
Victorian International Orchid Fair 


nr). Tt att 
Dy py: 1g in, Sat 21st 

ep Uy dived ANIotist ; 2010 
Fri & Sat 9am-5pm, Sun eal 4pm 


Australia’s Largest Annual Orchid Show 
& Fair. Featuring Orchid Nurseries 


& Specialist Plant Growers 


e Plant & accessory sales ° Orchid Displays 
e Free expert advice ° Food & light refreshments available all day 


Vendors include; Dendi Orchids Orchid Species Plus 
Aussie Shadehouses Easy Orchids Orchids on Newbold 
Australian Orchid Nursery | Ecuagenera Riverview Orchid Nursery 
Atlantis Orchids Kimberly Orchids Rosella Orchids 

B&T Ferns & Orchids Mt. Beenak Orchids Sims Orchids 

Castle Creek Orchids Nicky Zurcher The Hanging Garden 
Collectors Corner Orchidaceous Books Tinonee Orchids 

David Keanelly Orchids Orchid Obsessions Western Orchid Lab 
David Wain Orchids Orchid Tray Co Woolf OrchidCulture 


Fe ha polsule Centre, p00 Chetenbam OEE! eae Melbourne: 


~ Australian Orchid Nursery 


ee AA australianorchids. com.au 
The Cal Growing Orchid and Mail Order Specialists — 


58 Mornington — fyabb Road Tyabb Victoria 3913 _wto@hotkey, met au 


“Tell us of your desires i in Australian Orchids, Cymbtdiuens or other cold growing orchids. 
pane we Suu create a icotalcgue especially for you should you not have internet access, 
- Pots of all sizes by the box or r singularly. oo 

See you at © 


2010 National Orchid Spectacular 6th-8th August www. ccansw. come au 
_ St Ives Orchid Show and Fair 13th-15th August - bdobson@optusnet.com.au 
Melbourne Orchid Fair 20th-22nd August www.oscov.asn.au/oscovshw.htm . 
Southern Orchid Spectacular ‘8th-10th October www. orchidsocietynsw. com. au/SOS2010. her 


Over 300 auctions every week on ebay. com. au (Just search orchids) 


Australia’ S largest website with full door to door tracked service for 
all your orchid needs: 35 years experience) in Orchides a 


We eed your help! : oe 
- After ‘ie Oreete success OfO our rete book “Practical Guide To Australian Orchid Growinge we are commencing our next Book 
on “Australian Orchids Growing In Nature”. Many great colonies of Australian Orchids have now been pillaged, destroyed — 
by years of drought or bushfires and now only survive in photographs. We need your help to gather these lost photos 
so all can be published together for the first time. Can you help us? Slides, prints, etc. All photos returned to you 
. after. seiaeliny if GLETEL at isa a colony of Dendrobium speciosum in. ‘EY SsRuage NSW now Most due to the” 
ae eleeia of uae! Bas 15 aes a 


